
Judicial Candidate Seminar
2025-2026 

Heather Moore-Kester- Campaign Finance Administrator



GETTING STARTED 

Pick a Treasurer
File a 

Designation of 
Treasurer (DOT)

Open a Bank 
Account



NEXT STEPS 

Open a Bank Account 



REPORTING: WHEN TO FILE
FILING DATES & COVERAGE 

Election-
Related Filings

Pre-Election 
Report

Post-Election 
Report

Non-Election 
Related Filings

Semiannual

Annual





REPORTING: WHERE TO FILE 

Local County 
Board of 
Elections

Secretary of 
State



REPORTING: HOW TO FILE
Local County 

Board of 
Elections

File by Paper

BOE-FILE
boefile.ohiosos.gov

Secretary of State

File by Paper

Campaign Finance 
Online Filing System 

(CFOFS)
www6.ohiosos.gov



CONTRIBUTIONS: WHO CAN GIVE
• Individuals 7 years and older

•Political Action Committees and Political 
Contributing Entities 

•Business entities 



CONTRIBUTIONS  CONTINUED

•Fundraising Events use separate forms.

•Contribution Limits & Cash Contributions



JUDICIAL CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 



REPORTING CONTRIBUTIONS 

• Loans are reported on a separate form that is filed with 
each report until the loan is forgiven or paid off.



REPORTING EXPENDITURES 



EXPENDITURES 

•Verification is required for any expenditure over 
$25. 

•Reimbursements are allowable for candidates 
and any volunteers for permissible prior 
expenses incurred.



NON-MONETARY ACTIVITY: 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS 
• A non-monetary contribution of goods or services

• Reported on Form 31-J-1 (In-Kind Contributions 
Received)

• Counts toward Contribution Limits 



AFTER FILING A REPORT 

• Examined by Secretary of State or board of elections

• Responding to an examination 



TOP 10 REPORTING ERRORS 
1. Missing data 
2. Missing expenditure verification 
3. Direct corporate contributions 
4. Cover page balances not calculated correctly 
5. Cash Contributions over $100 
6. Improper use of fundraiser itemization exemption
7. Vague purpose reported for expenditures 
8. Reporting in the wrong period 
9. Failure to use the correct balance brought forward 
10. Unverified reimbursements 



DISCLAIMERS 

Vote
Pierce

Paid for by Friends of Pierce



QUESTIONS? 
• Secretary of State Campaign Finance  

• (614) 466-3111
• CFinance@OhioSoS.gov (for questions and disclaimer exemption requests) 
• CFforms@OhioSoS.gov (to submit forms) 

• Contact Heather Moore-Kester- Campaign Finance Administrator 
• (614) 696-8759
• HMooreke@OhioSoS.gov 

• Contact Francis Lally- Campaign Finance Deputy Administrator 
• (380) 265-1367
• FLally@OhioSoS.gov 
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